
RAA AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS

Schools competition 

The aim of the competitions (for primary and high schools) is to inspire curiosity 

among South African learners in the MeerKAT and the bid to host the SKA, as 

well  as  to  attract  learners  to  careers  in  science,  engineering  and information 

technology. All learners in grades 4 to 11 are eligible to enter the competitions in 

which,  by answering five easy questions, they could win themselves prizes like 

laptops, printers, digital cameras and organised tours of their nearest astronomy 

observatory. 

The entry forms can be downloaded from the DST, SKA and SAASTA websites. 



Tracker Men in the Making initiative

The primary purpose of the Tracker Men in the Making initiative is to help raise 

responsible  young men by introducing them to role models,  career  guidance, 

mentoring and support. The initiative also aims to draw society’s attention to the 

plight of developing boys and young men at high schools and beyond as well as 

to educate and positively impact on the lives of boy children so that they take 

control of their futures.

The Tracker Men in the Making campaign is endorsed by the Department of 

Basic  Education  in  partnership  with  Metro  FM  and  Tracker.  The  DST,  in 

partnership with the latter, will  identify Grade 9 to 12 boys doing Mathematics 

and Science from pre-selected schools.  The latter will be invited to spend a day 

at the DST. An attempt will be made to match each boy’s interest to specific DST 

programmes and activities.

Scifest Africa

The DST,  together  the  SKA Project  Office,  participates  in  the  annual  Scifest 

Africa. Scifest  Africa is South Africa’s national  science festival,  which aims to 

promote  public  awareness  of  and  engagement  with  science,  technology, 

engineering, mathematics and innovation.  

The initiative consists of the annual week-long National Science Festival held in 

Grahamstown in March every year, and a range of local, regional and national 

outreach  programmes  implemented  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year.   The 

MeerKAT mascot is on display at the festival and will be promoting Africa’s bid to 

host the SKA, as well as the schools competitions. 



Multilingual awareness campaign

The DST has prepared leaflets that provide basic information on the differences 

between  optical  and  radio  astronomy  using  ground-based  telescopes  for 

distribution nationally. This information is in all the official languages. 


