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SADC Chairperson, H.E 
President Robert Gabriel 

Mugabe of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe visited the SADC 
Secretariat from May 19 to 20, 
2015 during which time he 
had meetings with SADC Sec-
retariat Management team, all 

SADC staff as well as briefed 
the media on the outcome of 
his visit. He also paid a cour-
tesy call on Incoming SADC 
Chairperson, H.E. President 
Lt. General Seretse Khama Ian 
Khama of the Republic of Bo-
tswana

President Robert Gabriel Mugabe visits SADC Secretariat

Trafficking 
in persons 
research 
validation 
process 

commences

 SADC Secretariat Monthly Newsletter Issue 5 May 31, 2015

 President of the Republic of Zimbabwe & Chairperson of SADC, 
H.E  Robert Gabriel Mugabe & SADC Executive Secretary, 

H.E Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax
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The SADC Chairperson’s visit to the Head-
quarters has become a standard tour of duty 
affording the Chairperson the chance to en-
gage with Secretariat Management and staff. It 
also affords the Chairperson an opportunity to 
interact with SADC staff, while affording them 
a chance to bring to the attention of the Chair-
person, issues that are critical to the SADC re-
gional integration and development agenda.
During this visit, the Chairperson of SADC re-
ceived updates on how the Secretariat is im-
plementing the SADC agenda and on strategic 
initiatives being undertaken. These included 
progress made with the frontloading of the 
SADC Industrialisation Strategy and Road 
Map, following its approval by the Extraordi-
nary Summit of Heads of State and Govern-
ment held in Harare on April 29, 2015 which 
Zimbabwe as Chair of SADC had champi-
oned. 

Addressing the staff, President Mugabe said 
his visit to the Secretariat came at an historic 
moment when “…SADC has decided to re-
align its strategic direction, to ensure that we 
effectively respond to the changing needs of 
our Region”. He commended the SADC Sec-
retariat Management and staff, underscoring 
the need to inculcate the principles of good 
governance and transparency in managing the 
affairs of the institution. He also commended 

the progress made so far in this regard, and 
urged the Secretariat to ensure that the region’s 
strategic focus and the Secretariat structure 
are re-aligned to the new strategic framework 
and the region’s strategic goals as approved by 
Summit.

“ The diligence and dedication demonstrated 
by your team, thus  far leaves no doubt in me, 
as well as other Heads of State and Govern-
ment, that our interests are well taken care of. 
Let me, in that regard, applaud you and your 
entire staff, for the manner in which you have 
handled SADC affairs over the course of my 
term as Chair” President Mugabe said.

He also promised that the Head of States and 
Government will always endeavor to ensure 
that the needs of the staff are well-taken care 
of “within the limits of available resources” 
and encouraged SADC Secretariat to stick to 
the rules and regulations as required.

H.E. Mugabe also planted a tree at the SADC 
Headquarters, which was seen as a living gift 
to SADC planted under the theme: “TREES FOR 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION.” The 
visit took place in a cordial and jovial manner 
and was much appreciated by the SADC Sec-
retariat and members of the media who came 
in their numbers to cover it. 

From  page 1

President Mugabe planting the tree assisted by 
SADC Executive Secretary

The Chairperson Signing the Guest Book

President Robert Gabriel Mugabe visits SADC Secretariat
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By Jocelyne Lukundula, PRU & Thembi Langa, TIFI

The FinMark* Trust Chief Executive Officer, 
Dr Prega Ramsamy, accompanied by the 

Head of Programs, Mr Brendan Pearce paid 
a visit to the SADC Deputy Executive Secre-
tary for Regional Integration, Dr Thembinkosi 
Mhlongo on May 22, 2015.

The objective of the meeting was to consult on the 
collaborative agenda between the two organiza-
tions, in particular, the finalization of the Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) between the 
SADC Secretariat and FinMark Trust; the partici-
pation of SADC at the upcoming Financial Inclu-
sion Indaba scheduled for 23 – 24 July 2015; and 
the follow-up to the SADC Food Agriculture & 
Natural Resources (FANR)/FinMark Regional 
Workshop on Inclusive Rural and Agricultural Fi-
nancing Programme workshop.

The second main agenda of the consultation meeting 
was the finalization of the program for the Financial 
Inclusion Indaba, co-hosted by the SADC Secretar-
iat, South African National treasury and the SADC 
Banking Association, to be held in Johannesburg, 
South Africa from 23 to 24th July 2015. 

The meeting agreed that a motivation for the MoU 
be prepared in such a manner it clearly articulates 
the advantages of the continued and strengthened 
collaboration between the two parties. Further-
more, it was acknowledged and encouraged that 
the collaboration of FinMark with SADC Devel-
opment Finance Resource Center (DFRC) also be 
strengthened.

It was also agreed that the MoU be finalised as soon 
as possible for consideration by the Executive Sec-
retary for signing and that SADC DFRC be firmly 
included in the loop with regards to the implemen-
tation of issues covered under the MoU 

The meeting also noted that some issues needed 
to be amended or reconsidered and others should 
be removed from the MoU.

The main objective of the MoU is to formalize and 
consolidate the already existing collaboration be-
tween the two organizations, ensure coherence in 
the collaboration on the implementation of the Fi-
nance and Investment (FIP) and the development 

of a SADC financial inclusion strategy.

SADC has identified Financial Inclusion as an im-
portant tool to address poverty in the region through 
ensuring that all sectors of the economy are indeed 
included, in particular the Small Medium Enterpris-
es, rural women and small holder farmers. This is 
in line with the SADC Protocol on Gender and the 
SADC Regional Agricultural Policy (RAP), hence 
the need to work closely with all relevant director-
ates to ensure an all-inclusive process.

Finmark Trust is an independent Trust formed in 
2002 with core funding from the United Kingdom 
Aid (UKAid). The aim of the Trust is to facilitate and 
catalyse development through access to financial 
services. The Trust has in the past few years support-
ed SADC in the delivery of its mandate as espoused 
in the Protocol on Finance and Investment (FIP), 
through direct engagement with the secretariat and 
through the structures that are mandated through 
the protocol to implement the FIP. 

To that end the Trust worked with GiZ to develop the 
FIP baseline which made possible the monitoring of all 
FIP indicators, setting up of FIP coordinating structures, 
FIP learning platform as a means of promoting the pro-
tocol and creation of awareness and the domestication 
of the FIP in SADC Member States. 

This is but a few of the areas of cooperation between 
the Trust and SADC Secretariat, including the develop-
ment of the principles of Credit Information sharing. 
  * FinMark Trust, an independent trust based in Johannesburg, South Africa, was 
established in 2002, and is funded primarily by UKaid from the Department for 
International Development (DFID) through its Southern Africa office. 
 http://www.finmark.org.za/about/overview-and-facts

FinMark Trust Chief Executive Officer meet with SADC 
Deputy Executive Secretary for Regional Integration

FinMark Trust Chief Executive Officer, Dr Prega Ramsamy & 
SADC Deputy Executive Secretary for Regional Integration, 

Dr Thembinkosi Mhlongo 
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Participants

SADC regional trafficking in persons research 
validation process commences

SADC Member States convened in Johannes-
burg, South Africa, from 28 to 30 April 2015 

to commence the process of validating the pre-
liminary findings of the regional research on 
trafficking in persons.

The validation workshop, which was attended 
by all the 15 Member States and representatives 
of strategic partners and expert organisations, 
was guided by the following objectives:

i.To validate the preliminary findings from the 
data collection exercise;

ii.To identify gaps in the research and provide 
additional information on trafficking in per-
sons in the region; 

iii.To recommend ways of strengthening the 
draft research report; and

iv.To provide ideas and guidelines on effective 
packaging and dissemination of the research 
findings.

The SADC region-wide research was commis-
sioned in 2014 with the aim to collect informa-
tion on the scope and trends of trafficking in 
persons in the SADC region and highlight ef-
fective practices in combating the crime in the 
region.

It also sought to identify the stakeholders in-
volved in the response to trafficking in persons 
and assess their respective capacities in order 
to facilitate a coordinated approach to prevent-
ing and combating the crime.

As part of the research process, the researcher 
collected information from the relevant gov-
ernment departments and non-State actors in 
Member States, as well as from national, re-
gional and international expert organisations.

Therefore, as standard SADC research proce-
dure, a validation workshop was necessary to 
critique the findings and provide information 
to further strengthen the draft report. As such, 
the regional workshop was convened for the 
researcher to present the research findings and 
for Member States to review the initial findings 
to a validation process.

The participants who attended the workshop 
recommended that the research should, among 
others:

i.Ensure that the data presented is reflective 
of the situation on the ground. Having identi-
fied some data gaps, the Member States com-
mitted to submitting more information to the 
researcher through completed questionnaires, 
national research reports, etc; and
ii. Include the various sources used for the 
data as, in some instances the data differs de-
pending on the source. To page 5

By Mukundi Mutasa, Programme Officer, RPC Programme/ 
Gender Unit
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SADC & ICRC sign a Memorandum of Understanding

The International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) and the South-

ern African Development Community 
(SADC) have just concluded a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) that will 
contribute to the strengthening of rela-
tions between the two organizations and 
to an improvement in the coordination 
of their activities.

The MoU was signed on 15 May in Ga-
borone, Botswana, by SADC Executive 
Secretary, Dr.Stergomena Lawrence Tax, 
, and Head of the ICRC regional Delega-
tion in Pretoria Jürg Eglin,. 

The two Organisations have agreed to hold 
regular consultations on issues of mutual interest.

Among others, SADC and ICRC will work to-
gether to promote international humanitarian 
law (IHL) and encourage its member States 
to fully comply with their treaty obligations, 
while the ICRC may support SADC through ca-
pacity building in IHL, as well as International 
Human Rights standards applicable in law en-
forcement operations, to bodies within SADC, 

including the SADC Standby Brigade.

The ICRC works in the 15 SADC Member States 
(Angola, Botswana, the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, 
South Africa, Swaziland, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe) in coopera-
tion with the countries' Red Cross societies to 
protect and assist people adversely affected by 
armed conflict and other violence.

 SADC Executive Secretary, Dr.Stergomena Lawrence Tax,  and Head 
of the ICRC Regional Delegation in Pretoria Jürg Eglin signing the 

MoU. 

SADC regional trafficking in persons research 
validation process commences

Additionally, Member States agreed to:

i.Further consult on the research outputs and 
submit information through the Secretariat 
within agreed timelines to ensure that the 
research process is completed timeously;

ii.Share information and experiences on traf-
ficking in persons and associated crimes;

iii.Coordinate and reinforce data collection 
on trafficking in persons, including estab-
lishing a centralised point of reference, to 
ensure data reliability; and

iv.Use the information in the research report 
to further strengthen their interventions to 
combat trafficking in persons.

The research is part of an array of activities 
prioritised in the implementation of the 10 
Year SADC Strategic Plan of Action on Com-
bating Trafficking in Persons, Especially 
Women and Children (2009-2019).

The activities are implemented with financial 
support from the Regional Political Coop-
eration (RPC) Programme, which is funded 
by the European Union under Contribu-
tion Agreement 308781 signed in December 
2012.

From  page  4
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SADC Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) 
Analogue Switch Off (ASO)

In June 2009, the SADC ICT Ministerial Meet-
ing held in April 2013 in Swakopmund, 

Namibia agreed to undertake a coordinated 
Regional approach from analogue to Digital 
Terrestrial Television (DTT) migration. SADC 
Member States have been implementing the 
SADC Roadmap for Digital Broadcasting Mi-
gration in order to pursue the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) deadline of 
the 17th June 2015. Some of the key stages in 
the DTT migration involve the following:

• Establish a National Task Force/Committee 
to manage the DTT migration process (96%);
• Put in place a DTT Policy (89%);
•Testing and adoption a DTT standard (100%);
• Enact DTT regulations (89%);
• License broadcast signal distributors/multi-
plex operators and/or content/channel provid-
ers (100%);
• Implement a dual-illumination (simultcast) 
period (36%); 
• Authorisation/licensing of vendors and type 
approval of STBs (on-going);
• Implement a phased approach ASO migra-
tion (region by region the analogue transmit-
ters are switched off) to an agreed upon ASO 
date; and 
• Consumer awareness campaigns (54%).  

The SADC DTT Migration has achieved sev-
eral milestones as listed above. In addition, on 
31st December 2013 Tanzania became the first 
SADC Member State to switch off its analogue 
TV signals, where they had introduced DTT 
coverage. As of the end of March 2015 there 
were five (5) Member States (Malawi, Mauri-
tius, Namibia, Tanzania and Zambia) that have 
switched on and operating the digital platform 
and/or dual illumination mode. 

Majority of the remaining Member States have 
made commitments to launch their platforms 
in the fourth quarter of the year 2015 and start 
the initial operations on the digital platforms.

The DTT broadcasting network deployment is 
an on-going process until the whole country is 
covered. However the objective is to provide 
DTT coverage that is equal or greater than the 
analogue signal coverage, prior to switch off.

The main focus of Member States is on con-
sumer awareness campaign which aims at 
communicating the benefits of the DTT migra-
tion, ASO date, DTT coverage, procurement of 
STB and antenna and how to connect the STB 
to the TV set to receive the DTT channels. 

This has primarily been achieved through 
Call Centres been set up, press release, public 
forum, media campaigns on radio, TV, road 

 

Fig 2. STBs, one of the most critical success factors 
of digital migration

Fig 1. Most Member States are finalising their DTT 
projects

 

To  page 8
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SADC TFCA Guidelines Adopted

By FANR

Cross-border cooperation 
in the field of natural re-

source management within so-
called Transfrontier Conserva-
tion Areas (TFCAs) is the core 
focus in the cooperative pro-
gramme “Transboundary Use 
and Protection of Natural Re-
sources in the SADC Region” 
implemented by Southern Af-
rican Development Commu-
nity (SADC) and the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für international 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). 

Currently, there are 18 exist-
ing and potential TFCAs in 
both terrestrial and marine in 
the region of SADC. TFCAs 
are founded on the realization 
that natural resources strad-
dling international bound-
aries are a shared asset with 
the potential to meaningfully 
contribute to the conservation 
of biodiversity, peaceful coop-

eration and the welfare and 
socio-economic development 
of rural communities. The 15 
Member States of the SADC 
consider TFCAs, therefore, as 
perfect vehicles to further the 
Regional Integration Agenda 
of the SADC region.

In September 2013, Transfron-
tier Conservation practitio-
ners from the member nations 
of SADC agreed to form the 
SADC TFCA Network with 
the aim of facilitating the co-
ordination and collaboration 
on efforts to establish, devel-
op and manage transfrontier 
conservation initiatives be-
tween member nations.  

As part of this process the prac-
titioners recognised the need 
for a guideline on the estab-
lishment and development 
of TFCA initiatives between 
SADC Member States.  To this 
end funding was secured from 
the Government of the Repub-

lic of Germany through the 
Kreditanstalt für Wiederauf-
bau (KfW) and the SADC Di-
rectorate of Food, Agriculture 
and Natural Resources facili-
tated the process of procuring 
the services of a professional 
service provider to compile 
guidelines for the development 
and establishment of TFCA’s 
for the SADC region. 

A fully inclusive and consul-
tative process was initiated 
at a SADC TFCA Network 
meeting in Johannesburg, 
South Africa in April 2014 
where a table of contents was 
presented, discussed and 
agreed upon, as well as the 
process required to compile 
the guidelines.  Shortly after 
this at the end of April 2014, a 
workshop was hosted by the 
Angolan government in their 
capital Luanda, where TFCA 
practitioners from the SADC 

To  page  8

 

SADC TFCA Network members discussing the content required in their Guidelines
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Member States contributed to the content of 
the guidelines.  

On the basis of these contributions the service 
provider was able to undertake further re-
search and information gathering to further in-
form the content and to produce a first draft.  

This was circulated for critical review and 
to ensure preparation for a follow up work-
shop, this time hosted by the Kingdom of Le-
sotho in their capital Maseru in June 2014.  

A systematic review of the first draft was under-
taken in plenary providing the service provider 
with all that was required to produce a final 
draft which was adopted by the SADC Techni-
cal Committee on Wildlife in May 2015.
The Guidelines aim to integrate the latest 
global thinking and best practice in terms of 

the conservation of nature and the role that 
the natural environment plays in securing 
societal well-being, economic resilience and 
disaster risk management, from the perspec-
tive of Transfrontier collaboration. 

Very importantly, SADC TFCA Guidelines 
are also a frame of reference which all stake-
holders, in addition to TFCA practitioners, 
will be able to use to assess and measure the 
progress and effectiveness of Transfrontier 
Conservation initiatives, at any stage of de-
velopment. This is relevant to the many ex-
isting TFCA initiatives, as well as new ones.

A copy of the SADC TFCA Guidelines may be 
obtained of the SADC TFCA Network portal 
at www.tfcaportal.org and soon on the SADC 
TFCA webpage http://www.sadc.int/themes/nat-
ural-resources/transfrontier-conservation-areas/.

SADC TFCA Guidelines Adopted
From  page  7

SADC DTT Analogue Switch Off (ASO)

show, exhibition to support consumers with que-
ries and support. 

One of the main challenges is the availability of STBs. 
Member States are to adopt a minimum specifica-
tion based on the SADC’s minimum specifications 
for STBs and publicize to vendors to either import 
or manufacture STBs and make them readily avail-
able. 

Two main constraints are the manufacturing 
lead time for an STB, from ordering to delivery is 
around seven (7) months and the distribution and 
logistics consideration. Some Member States are 
taking steps towards subsidizing the price of STBs 
with the objective of ensuring affordability. From 
experience of countries leading the DTT migration, 
it is important for the STBs to undergo to strict stan-
dard testing to avoid substandard equipment. 
In order to protect the consumer from any risks they 
may face during the DTT transition, SADC Mem-
ber States are implementing the SADC Guidelines 
on Consumer Protection and Awareness on Digital 
Broadcasting Migration since June 2014.

As of June 2013 the SADC DTT Project Manage-
ment Office (PMO) has been set up as a special 
desk under the auspices of the SADC Secretariat 
with the primary objective to be a one-stop-shop 
for advice, co-ordination, monitoring, evaluation 
and reporting on the implementation of the SADC 
Roadmap. 
Most SADC Member States have been visited by 
the SADC DTT PMO, providing them with the rel-
evant project management and technical assistance 
in their DTT migration efforts. 
The success of SADC Member States meeting the 
ITU ASO deadline depends on several factors but 
primarily on financial support and collaboration of 
all partners in a structure approach of implement-
ing the SADC Roadmap for Digital Broadcasting 
Migration. 
The only outstanding milestone is the ITU ASO of 
17th June 2015. All SADC Member States are work-
ing hard to implementing any other risk manage-
ment factors should there be any challenges on 
meeting the deadline.

From  page  6
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Validation of the Draft Regional Climate 
Change Strategy and Action Plan Meeting

Over 60 Climate Change experts drawn 
from all 15 SADC Member States recently 

convened in Johannesburg, South Africa to val-
idate the final draft Regional Climate Change 
Strategy and Action Plan. The experts met from 
12-14 May at Birchwood Hotel.

The Strategy when finalised and adopted aims 
to facilitate actions to address the impacts of 
climate change in the region through successful 
implementation of adaptation and greenhouse 
gas mitigation actions to enhance regional sus-
tainable development while also increasing 
social resilience to climate risks and reducing 
poverty.

The meeting was officially opened by the Rep-
resentative of the SADC Chair, Zimbabwe, Mr 
Bernard Mache, who is Director in the Ministry 
of Agriculture. The SADC Secretariat was rep-
resented by Mrs Margaret Nyirenda, Director 
Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Di-
rectorate while the host country, South Africa 
was represented by Mr Stuart Mangold who 
is Director Africa and Bilateral Relations in the 
Department of Environmental Affairs.
Reiterating the importance of the meeting, Mr 
Mache noted that Climate Change has affected 

a number of sectors in the SADC 
region,. Some of the sectors af-
fected include agriculture, water 
and energy. This was due to erratic 
rainfall patterns and droughts that 
caused crop failures. He cited the 
drought during the just ended 
cropping season that is expected 
to result into food deficits and in-
crease the number of food insecure 
people in the region. He noted that 
the region needs to take proac-
tive and innovative steps to ad-
dress climate change. He observed 
therefore that the strategy came at 
the right time.

Mr Mache indicated that the meeting was im-
portant in that apart from validating the cli-
mate change strategy, it would also provide an 
opportunity for participants to further review 
the Regional Green Economy Strategy and the 
Climate Change Framework for the Science, 
Technology and Innovation sector which had 
previously been validated. 
Speaking at the same meeting, Mrs Marga-
ret Nyirenda pointed out that Africa and the 
SADC region in particular bears the brunt of 
climate change and variability. This is despite 
the region’s minimal contribution to green-
house gases that cause climate change and 
global warming currently estimated at about 
2.8%. 
Mrs Nyirenda explained that the impacts of 
climate change are varied and diverse. This is 
because the region is particularly vulnerable to 
climate change and multiple stresses including 
high population. These impacts are exacerbat-
ed by multiple stressors including high popu-
lation growth, rampant poverty rates, HIV/
AIDS, unstable and undiversified economies, 
political instability and over reliance on rain 
fed agriculture.
She cited some of the impacts of climate change 
as including unpredictable and unreliable rain

By Matilda. M. Tembo, Information & Communications 
Expert , FANR

Participants

To  page  10
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Validation of the Draft Regional Climate 
Change Strategy and Action Plan Meeting

fall patterns, frequent droughts and high fre-
quency of extreme weather events such as 
floods that have killed hundreds of people, 
made thousands homeless and destroyed in-
frastructure worth millions of dollars in Mada-
gascar, Malawi and Mozambique. 

Mrs Nyirenda stressed that recurrence of inci-
dences such as the above mentioned have im-
plications on Agriculture and the region’s food 
security, water availability, livelihood security, 
infrastructure development and maintenance 
and have implications of sea level rise particu-
larly in the region’s Small Islands Developing 

States. She added that climate change also im-
pedes development of the people of the South-
ern African region as well as hamper any pov-
erty eradication programmes. It is against this 
background that there was need for the SADC 
region to take proactive steps in combating cli-
mate change.

At the end of the workshop, Member States pro-
posed a number of amendments to  the draft 
climate change and Green Economy strategies 
as well as the Climate Change Framework for 
Science and Technology. This led to a working 
group of 7 Member States being formed to fine 
tune the draft Strategies in line with contribu-
tions from the workshop.

SADC Technical Committee on Fisheries 
meets in South Africa

The SADC Technical Committee on Fisher-
ies (FTC) recently met in Johannesburg, 

South Africa for a two day meeting to consid-
er among other key regional documents the 
draft Aquaculture Strategy, the draft Aquatic 
Animal Health Strategy and the Action Plan 
to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregu-
lated (IUU) fishing and their alignment to the 
Regional Agricultural Policy (RAP), Regional 
Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RIS-
DP) and the Pan African Policy and Reform 
Strategy for Fisheries and Aquaculture.

The meeting held on 16th-17th April 2015 at 
Birchwood Hotel was officially opened by the 
representative of the SADC Chair-Zimbabwe, 
Dr Sitokozile Sibanda, who is also Zimbabwe’s 
Chief Veterinary Research Officer while the 
host country South Africa was represented by 
Director of Fisheries International Relations at 
the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries, Mr. Mqondisi Ngadlela.  Partici-
pants were drawn from all 15 Member States 
of SADC.

Speaking during the official opening, Dr 
Sibanda noted that fisheries is globally con-
sidered as one of the fastest growing animal 
food producing sector and is expected to be 
instrumental in providing solutions for global 
food and nutrition security for the increasing 
world’s population, if exploited sustainably.

She stressed that this was particularly so for 
developing countries as fish provides a cheap 
but important source of animal protein. Dr 
Sibanda informed the meeting that Zimbabwe 
had to this effect included aquaculture into 
the country’s draft National Livestock Devel-
opment Policy, as it recognises that aquacul-
ture should be at the forefront of the fisheries 
sectoral development and is expected to pro-
vide answers to the global decline in capture 
fisheries.

To  page  11

By Matilda. M. Tembo, Information & Communications 
Expert , FANR

From  page  9
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SADC Technical Committee on Fisheries meets 

The meeting started with presentations from 
development partners who included the Afri-
can Union Inter-African Bureau for Animal Re-
sources (AU-IBAR), Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO), In-
dian Ocean Commission (IOC/SmartFish), Lake 
Tangangika Authority (LTA), New Partnership 
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), Stop Ille-
gal Fishing (SIF), WorldFish Centre (WFC) and 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). Member 
States delegates also presented their country 
positions.

After presentations from partners and Member 
States, the FTC made a number of strategic de-
cisions that were noted by Member States. On 
the SADC Aquaculture Strategy, the FTC en-
dorsed the draft Aquaculture Strategy in prin-
ciple subject to incorporation of comments pro-
vided by the FTC meeting of 16 – 17 April 2015 
and recommended it for Ministerial approval. 
On the SADC Action Plan to combat IUU for 
fishing, the TFC approved the amended Action 
Plan for presentation to Ministers for noting.

On financing mechanisms for the SADC Re-
gional Fisheries Monitoring, Control and 
Surveillance (MCS) Coordination Centre, the 

FTC requested SADC Secretariat to apply for 
a regional Technical Cooperation Programme 
(TCP) for the establishment of the SADC Re-
gional Fisheries Monitoring, Control and Sur-
veillance Coordinating Centre (RFMCSCC) to 
the FAO Sub-Regional Office in Harare, Zimba-
bwe by May 2015. The FTC also requested the 
Secretariat to facilitate immediate implemen-
tation of activities in the SADC Action Plan to 
combat IUU fishing which do not have finan-
cial implications as recommended by the Task 
Force on IUU fishing. 

On the SADC Aquatic Animal Health Strategy, 
the FTC endorsed the Strategy and recom-
mended it for Ministerial approval in principle 
pending incorporation of comments raised by 
the 16-17 April 2015, and on financing of Fish-
eries and Aquaculture programmes, the FTC 
requested the SADC Secretariat to further in-
tensify its efforts to work with all partners in se-
curing resources for implementation of SADC 
Fisheries and Aquaculture programmes.

On harmonisation of fisheries policies in SADC, 
the FTC requested the SADC Secretariat to pro-
ceed with WWF and other partners to facilitate 
the Fisheries policy harmonisation before end 
of 2016.

From  page 10

Participants
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The Government and people of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo commemorated 

the Liberation Day on May 17, 2015

The Liberation Day is referred to the end of 
the Mouvement Populaire de la Revolution 
(MPR) of the late  President Mobutu Sese 
Seko and the anniversary of the accession 
to power 10 1997 of Laurent-Désiré Kabila 
who was the Head of the Alliance des Forces 
Democratiques pour la Libération du Con-
go-Zaire (AFDL).

Laurent-Désiré Kabila stayed in power until 
he was assassinated on January 16, 2011.

https://guide.com/calendar/1999

SADC MEMBER STATES INFORMATION
The following Member States commemorated significant days in their history,

D R OF CONGO

The Government and People of Malawi 
commemorated the Kamuzu Day on May 

14, 2015. Hastings Kamuzu Banda was born 
in 1898[ and died in 25 November 1997. Dr 
Banda was the leader of Malawi from 1961 to 
1994. For the first three years of his rule, un-
til it achieved independence in 1964, Malawi 
was the British protectorate of Nyasaland. 

After receiving much of his education over-
seas, Banda returned to his home country 
(then British Nyasaland) to speak against co-
lonialism and advocate for independence. 

In 1963, he was formally appointed prime 
minister of Nyasaland and led the country to 
independence as Malawi a year later. 

Two years later, he proclaimed Malawi a re-
public with himself as president. He gener-
ally supported women’s rights, improved the 
country’s infrastructure, and maintained a 
good educational system.

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hastings_Banda

MALAWI

NAMIBIA

On May 4, 2015, the Government and People of Namibia commemorated Cassinga Day to hon-
our those who perished in the massacre at Cassinga, a province in Southern Angola, when 

the then Apartheid South African National Defence Force (SANDF) attacked a refugee camp of 
the South West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO) of Namibia, killing approximately 600 
people (1978). 
The attack on Cassinga Massacre was part of the SANDF war against SWAPO, by then a liberation 
movement fighting to liberate Namibia from apartheid colonialism. It is  now the ruling party 
since Namibia attained independence on March 21, 1990 following the implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 435.

http://aglobalworld.com/holidays-around-the-world/namibia-cassinga-day/
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SADC JUNE 2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 

 

 

Activity 
 

Date 
 

Category 
 

Venue 

 

Water Ministers Meeting 

 

1st Week June 

 

A 

 

TBD 

 

RAP/CAADP Regional Stakeholders Forum 1 

 

June 2015 

 

A 

 

JHB, RSA 

 

Public Security Meeting 

 

01 – 05 June  

 

A 

 

PTA, RSA 

 

SPS Regulation Harmonisation Workshop 

 

9 – 11 June 

 

A 

 

Pretoria, RSA 

 

Validation Workshop for the Regional Best Practice 

Guidelines for the Exploitation of Mineral and 

Hydrocarbon Resources 

 

June 2015 

 

A 

 

JHB,  RSA 

 

SADC ICT SCOM 

 

June 

 

A 

 

Namibia 

 

8th SADC DTT Forum/6th Steering Committee Meeting 

 

June 

 

A 

 

Namibia 

 

Extra Ordinary SADC ICT Ministers Meeting (Digital 

Migration) 

 

June 

 

A 

 

Namibia 

 

SADC Water Weeks Seminar 

 

June 

 

A 

 

TBD 

 

HYCOS Project Workshop 

 

June 

 

A 

 

TBD 

 

Training on Maintenance of Meteorological Equipment 

 

June 

 

A 

 

TBD 

 

PPDF Steering Committee Meeting 

 

May 

 

A 

 

Midrand, RSA 

 

Democratic Republic of Congo 30th June Independence Day 
 

Republic of Madagascar 8th June 
9th June 

26th June 

Pentecost  ( Whit Sunday) 
Pentecost  ( Whit Sunday) 
Independence Day 
 

Republic of Mozambique 25th June Independence Day 
Republic of Seychelles 5th June 

18th June  
29th June 

 

Liberation Day 
Constitutional Day 
National day 

Republic of South Africa 16th  June 
 

Youth Day 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY IN JUNE 2015
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Photo Gallery

Welcoming SADC Chairperson Visiting the Library

On the way to the meeting with the staff Singing SADC Anthem

SADC Staff attending the meeting Media briefing


