
SOCIO-ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIPS

VISION
To establish and maintain a research, development, and innovation investment 
environment that promotes economic growth and improved quality of life for all 
South Africans.

MISSION
To identify, define, implement and transfer research, development and innovation 
(RDI) based programmes through strategic and value-adding partnerships within 
government, industry, and civil society, contributing to South Africa’s transition to 
a knowledge economy.

PURPOSE: 
This programme enhances the growth and development priorities of government 
through  targeted  science  and  technology  interventions  implemented  through 
strategic  partnerships  with  other  government  departments,  industry,  research 
institutions and communities.  

The key interventions are:-
• Introducing  technology-based  opportunities  for  sustainable  livelihoods  and 

wealth creation;
• Strengthening  the  contribution  of  technology  in  sustainable  human 

settlements;
• To inform and influence new approaches to government service delivery and 

planning, 
• Strengthening science-based policy development and decision-making;  
• Strengthening the evidence-base for analysis, action, and policy development 

on innovation systems and innovation policy;
• Facilitating high potential R&D-led industrial development opportunities; and
• Establishing technology support programmes for industry to strengthen local 

production.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
 
• To inform and influence technology choices and how alternative technologies 

can  be  used  to  transform  rural  and  social  economic  development, 



government planning and service delivery,  and the building of  sustainable 
human settlements.

• To  identify,  grow  and  sustain  a  portfolio  of  niche  high-potential  science, 
technology and innovation capabilities for sustainable development and the 
greening of society and the economy.

• To enhance understanding and analysis  that  support  improvements in the 
functioning and performance of the National System of Innovation.

• To identify, grow and sustain a portfolio of niche high-potential research and 
development (R&D) capabilities that improves the competitiveness of existing 
and emerging economic sectors and that facilitates the development of new 
targeted  industries  with  growth  potential  in  advanced  manufacturing, 
chemicals,  advanced  metals  and  information  communication  technologies 
(ICTs).

• To support the generation, application and dissemination of social scientific 
knowledge; high-end human capital development in the social sciences and 
humanities; and stronger links between knowledge and policy. 


