
In context of the German-South African Year of Science 2012/2013 

the Department of Visual Arts University of Pretoria 

in collaboration with the  

the Institute for African Studies, Humboldt University Berlin 

 

sponsored by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research  

(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung) 

 

have the pleasure of inviting you to a workshop in which the 

Hoffmann Collection of Northern Sotho Cultural Heritage (HC-NS-CH) 

will be introduced and subjected to scrutiny under the following wider topic: 

Past[ssed?] encounters, visual(ised) and digital(ised):  

on archiving colonial knowledge 

University of Pretoria, 1-2 October 2012 
 

With this two-day workshop we envision introducing German Missionary Carl Hoffmann’s vast and 

rich collection of northern Sotho texts, illustrations and photographs to potential researchers and 

wider audiences. We also wish to engage with scholars involved in similar projects in rendering 

resources accumulated under colonial conditions accessible to present-day and future users, 

especially in light of new possibilities opening up for wider accessibility through the digitalisation of 

frail archival artefacts.  While contemplating on the one hand the processes of transcribing, 

translating and annotating manuscript and typescript, we would like to consider, on the other hand, 

responsible an innovate ways of contextualising and ascribing meaning to attempts at capturing 

colonial encounters visually, through the use of maps, illustrations, photographs and other pre-

digital media.  We are particularly interested in approaches shedding light on past experiences 

forgotten or ‘missed’ due to ideological blind spots or technological constraints, and how these may 

be accounted for imaginatively. 

Contributions are invited from scholars active in the fields of African Languages and Literatures, 

Anthropology, Archaeology, History, Visual Arts, Architecture, Missiology, Theology, Creative 

Writing, Museology, and Archives Management. 

The Workshop will include a visit to and guided tour through the UNISA Archives by Ms Marie 

Coetzee. The UNISA Library, of which these archives form a part, is collaborating with the Church 

Archives Centre in Berlin in the digital exchange of material, thereby amalgamating a single virtual 

collection of what had thus far been fractured between two continents.  

Prospective postgraduate students in search of possible research topics/approaches are particularly 

welcome to attend.  

Entrance is free, but booking is essential.  

For more information, please contact Prof Lize Kriel, Dept of Visual Arts, University of Pretoria.  


