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Dr Blade Nzimande
Dr Bonginkosi Emmanuel "Blade" Nzimande is the Minister
of Higher Education, Science and Innovation. He was
Minister of Transport from 2018 to 2019, and Minister for
Higher Education and Training from 2009 to 2017. Dr
Nzimande holds a PhD in Sociology from the University of
Natal (now part of the University of KwaZulu-Natal. After
serving as General Secretary of the South African
Communist Party for many years, he was recently elected
Chairperson. He has been a member of the ANC National
Executive Committee since 1994.

Dr Phil Mjwara
Dr Mjwara has served as the Director-General of
Science and Innovation (previously Science and
Technology) since April 2006, where he has been
responsible for leading policy development and
implementation for the national system of
innovation (most recently the White Paper on
Science, Technology and Innovation). He obtained
a PhD from the University of the Witwatersrand in
1987, and lectured in Physics for some time before
running the National Laser Centre at the Council for
Scientific Research (CSIR). He was then involved
in human capital development as a Group
Executive at the CSIR.

Dr Shadrack Moephuli
Dr Shadrack Ralekeno Moephuli is the current NACI
Chairperson. He was the President and CEO of the Agricultural
Research Council (ARC) from 2006 to July 2021, playing an
instrumental role in developing South Africa's agricultural
systems through research and innovation. Before joining the
ARC, he served as Acting Deputy Director-General responsible
for production and natural resource management in the
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (now the
Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural
Development). Dr Moephuli's doctoral degree is from the
University of Connecticut, USA.

Dr Mlungisi Cele
Dr Cele is currently serving as the Acting Head
of the National Advisory Council on Innovation
(NACI). He was previously employed at the
Department of Science and Innovation, and
before that worked as a researcher at the
University of Durban-Westville (now part of the
University of KwaZulu Natal) and the University
of the Western Cape (UWC). His PhD
examined student politics and the funding of
higher education in South Africa using UWC as
a case study. He has been involved in reviews
and foresight studies for the national system of
innovation, and represents South Africa in
various forums.

Prof. Hilary I Inyang
Prof. Inyang, currently a Visiting International
Research Fellow at the Africa Institute of South Africa
(Human Sciences Research Council), is a worldrenowned researcher and educator in the areas of
environmental science and engineering, geohazards,
energy systems and international development. He is
a member of the Education Caucus of the United
Nations Commission on Sustainable Development
and served two terms as Chair of the Science
Advisory Board (Engineering Committee) of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency. The former President of the African
University of Science and Technology holds a PhD in Geotechnical Engineering and
Materials from Iowa State University.

Mr Daan du Toit
Mr Du Toit is the Deputy Director-General: International
Cooperation and Resources at the Department of Science
and Innovation (DSI). After training as a diplomat at the
Department of Foreign Affairs (now the Department of
International Relations and Cooperation), he served as the
DSI's representative in Europe, played a central role in the
establishment and management of the European-South
African Science and Technology Advancement Programme.
Over the years Mr Du Toit has contributed to multiple
initiatives in support of a diverse and rich international
partnership portfolio for South African science, technology
and innovation.

Ms Funeka Khumalo
Ms Khumalo is the Executive Director of the Kevali
Chemical Group, which manufactures and services
industry with hygiene and sanitation chemicals, water
treatment chemicals, chain lubricants and adhesives.
Before this, Ms Khumalo worked at South African
Breweries as a manufacturing development consultant
and senior project manager, and for three years as
production manager at the Pebble Bed Modular
Reactor, a public-private partnership aimed at
developing small-scale, high-temperature nuclear
reactors. She has a BSc in Chemistry and an MBA from
the Gordon Institute of Business Science, and is a
member of the current National Advisory Council on
Innovation Council.

Prof. Rasigan Maharajh
Dr Maharajh is concurrently the founding Chief Director of
the Institute for Economic Research on Innovation at
Tshwane University of Technology (TUT), an Associate
Research Fellow of the Tellus Institute in Boston. An
alumnus of the University of KwaZulu-Natal and Harvard
Business School, with a PhD from the School of Economics
and Management at Lund University, Sweden, Dr Maharajh
is an elected member of the Academy of Science of South
Africa. Dr Maharajh is a Ministerial Representative on the
Council of Rhodes University, an elected TUT Senator and
a member of the NEHAWU Education Subcommittee.

Dr Sithembiso Lindelihle Myeni
Dr Myeni is a senior lecturer at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal's School of Built Environment and
Development Studies, a postdoctoral fellow under
the South African Research Chair Initiative
(SARChI) Chair in Applied Poverty Reduction
Assessment, and a participant in the Viability and
Validation of Innovation for Service Delivery
Programme. He has a PhD in Development Policy
and Management from the University of
Manchester. Dr Myeni's research focuses on
poverty reduction and subsidised housing
programmes in South Africa, particularly the role of
local government in the implementation of housing
policies.

Prof. Fiona Tregenna
Prof. Tregenna is currently a Professor of Economics
at the University of Johannesburg and the South
African Research Chair in Industrial Development.
She serves on the boards of various journals. Dr
Tregenna has a PhD in Economics from the
University of Cambridge and has contributed to a
number of flagship United Nations reports. She is a
member of the Presidential Economic Advisory
Council advising the South African President on
economic policy, and a member of the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Trade and
Industrial Development Council, which provides
advice on trade and industrial development across
Africa.
Dr Rebecca Maseremule
Dr Maserumule is the Chief Director: Hydrogen and
Energy at the Department of Science and Innovation
and currently the Acting Deputy Director-General:
Technology Innovation. Her responsibilities include the
implementation of the National Energy Science,
Technology and Innovation Plan, which covers
initiatives such as Hydrogen South Africa, the
Hydrogen Society Roadmap, the Energy Storage
Research, Development and Innovation (RDI)
Programme, the Renewable Energy Hubs and Spokes
Programme, and the CoalCO2-X RDI Programme.
These initiatives all support South Africa's just and
inclusive transition to a net zero carbon economy by
2050. She has a PhD from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Dr Pali Lehohla
Dr Lehohla, formerly Statistician-General of South
Africa, is the Director of the Economic Modelling
Academy, which teaches economic modelling to
bureaucrats,
civil
society,
academia and
corporates.
A research associate at Oxford
University, he is also board member of the Institute
for Economic Justice. He was co-chair of
UNESCO's
Partnership
in
Statistics
for
Development in the 21st Century, and chair of the
UN
Statistics Commission,
the
Statistics
Commission of Africa and the African Symposium
for Statistical Development. He has been a forceful
advocate for improving civil registration and vital
statistics systems in Africa.

Ms Ilse Karg
Ms Karg has served the South African government
for more than 30 years, including at the National
Treasury and the Department of Trade, Industry
and Competition. She has contributed in respect of
programme/project financing and national budgets,
as well as legal, governance and compliance work,
and policy reviews and evaluations. Ms Karg's
current work includes contributing to the
development of the Digital Industrial Policy for
South Africa, the national strategy for the 4th
industrial revolution (and promoting innovation and
knowledge intensification in this context), building
industrial capability for Industry 4.0, and data
governance.
Dr David Kaplan
Dr Kaplan, currently senior research specialist at the
International Science Council in Paris, is an economist
who taught at the University of Cape Town for more than
38 years. He has undertaken work for inter alia the
World Bank, the African Development Bank, the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa, and the
United Nations Industrial Development Organisation.
As well as some time spent working in government, he
served on the Presidential Commission to investigate
the development of a comprehensive labour market
policy and on the Council of the National Advisory
Council on Innovation.

Dr Mmboneni Muofhe
Dr Muofhe is the Deputy Director-General: SocioEconomic Innovation Partnerships at the Department
of Science and Innovation. Before that, he served the
DSI in various positions (DSI), including some related
to international relations. In these positions, he
oversaw South Africa's growing participation in EU
research funding programmes, led the mobilisation of
official development assistance funds to support the
South Africa science system, and supported the
Department's partnerships with multinational companies. For some time, Dr Muofhe
was the South African representative to the Group on Earth Observations.

Prof. Anastassios Pouris
Dr Pouris is the Director of the Institute for
Technological Innovation at the University of
Pretoria and Managing Director of Quantitative
Evidence Research. He obtained a PhD in policyrelated issues from the University of Cape Town
(UCT). His executive education was at Harvard
University and the International Institute of
Management Development in Switzerland. He
previously worked as senior scientific officer at
UCT's Energy Research Institute, Director of the
Science and Technology Directorate of the
Foundation for Research Development (now the National Research Foundation), and
CEO of the Foundation for Education, Science and Technology.

Dr Boitumelo Phakathi
Dr Boitumelo Phakathi is a Specialist Surgeon and
Clinical Head of the Breast and Endocrine Surgical
Unit at Charlotte Hospital in Johannesburg. She is
also a lecturer and researcher at the Faculty of
Health Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand,
with a research interest in breast cancer and HIV. A
Fellow of the College of Surgeons (FCS), with an
MMed from the University of Pretoria, she is
completing a PhD in the molecular biology of breast
cancer and HIV. She became a NACI Council
member in 2018 and is currently the Chairperson of the NACI Transformation
Subcommittee.

Prof. Glenda Gray
Prof. Gray heads the South African Medical Research
Council. An NRF A1-rated scientist, she is a qualified
paediatrician and co-founder of the internationally
recognised Perinatal HIV Research Unit in Soweto.
Prof. Gray's global profile includes her role as coprincipal investigator of the HIV Vaccine Trials
Network (HVTN), a transnational collaboration. She
is Chairperson of the Board of the Global Alliance for
Chronic Diseases, and a member of the National
Academy of Medicine, USA. She was awarded the
Order of Mapungubwe for her pioneering research in
the prevention of mother-to-child HIV transmissions.

Prof. Leickness Simbayi
Prof. Simbayi is the Interim CEO of the Human
Sciences Research Council (HSRC). He holds a DPhil
in experimental psychology from the University of
Sussex. He is an Honorary Professor in the Department
of Psychiatry and Mental Health at the University of
Cape Town and a member of Academy of Science of
South Africa. He has worked at the HSRC for almost 22
years, serving mostly as a member of the executive
since 2008, when he led first the Social Aspects of
HIV/Aids and Health, and then the HIV/Aids, Sexually
Transmitted Infections and Tuberculosis research
programmes.

Dr Neeraj Mistry
Dr Mistry is a global health executive and public health
physician with more than two decades of experience in
academia and in non-profit, business and multilateral
organisations. He teaches and researches is at
Georgetown University in the Department of International
Health, where he works at the intersection of globalisation
and health, mental health and international partnerships.
His former roles include founding member and former
Vice President of the Global Business Coalition on
HIV/Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria, Managing Director of
the Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases, and
Chief Medical Officer of Health Business Solutions.

Dr Yonah Seleti
Dr Seleti is currently Chief Director: Science
Missions in the Department of Science and
Innovation.
The unit's work involves the
promotion of research, the production of scientific
knowledge, and the development of human
capital in areas in which South Africa enjoys a
geographic advantage. These include the
dynamics of climate change and its impact on
Earth systems, Antarctic and marine research,
the palaeosciences and indigenous knowledge
systems. Dr Seleti is responsible for
implementing
the
Protection,
Promotion,
Development and Management of Indigenous
Knowledge Act, including the interfacing of
indigenous knowledge systems with other
knowledge systems.

Ms Claire Busetti
Ms Busetti is a financial services professional
who has spent over 30 years in various
executive
and
non-executive
director
positions in the private and public sectors.
She has been involved in BBBEE and private
equity investments as an investor, consultant
and mentor. Ms Busetti's previous roles
include serving as General Manager of the
Isibaya Fund, Chair of Time Mining Holdings
and Director of BW Investments. She has also
served as a Director for the South African
Venture Capital and Private Equity Association and the Chief Investment Officer for
the National Empowerment Fund.

Ms Tishanya Naidoo
Ms Naidoo is Principal: Venture Capital at 27four
Investment Managers. She has qualifications in finance
and economics from the University of the Witwatersrand
and in financial technology from the University of Oxford.
Before starting at 27four, Ms Naidoo worked at Laurium
Capital and in the Venture Capital section of the Public
Investment Corporation, an asset management firm
wholly owned by the government. She is a member of
Impact Investing South Africa, a cross-sectoral initiative
aimed at building the investment ecosystem in order to
accelerate the deployment of capital that optimises
financial, social and environmental returns.

Ms Alison Collier
Ms Collier has been the Managing
Director of Endeavor South Africa, which
supports high-impact entrepreneurs,
since 2019. She has close to 20 years of
experience in strategy and business
development roles in Africa, Europe and
Asia, with first-hand experience of what
it takes to establish new offices for both
large multi-nationals and start-ups and
the power of technology to transform
business and society. Before joining Endeavor SA, Ms Collier worked at SABMiller
(Johannesburg, London, Zurich) and Unilever (Singapore). She successfully led the
international expansion of a Cape Town-based beverage start-up BOS ICE TEA to
Europe.

Ms Shelley Lotz
Ms Lotz joined the Southern African
Venture Capital and Private Equity
Association (SAVCA) in 2016 as Head of
Regulatory Affairs, leading SAVCA's
engagements with regulators such as
the National Treasury, the South African
Revenue Service, the South African
Reserve Bank and the Financial Sector
Conduct Authority. Ms Lotz previously
worked at Horizon Equity Partners,
where she was responsible for all fund reporting, valuations and compliance, and at
the Royal Bank of Scotland, where she contributed to the launch of a private equity
fund. She has given public workshops in South Africa to upskill retirement fund
trustees.

Ms Thiru Pather
Ms Pather is a Principal at the SA SME Fund, which was
established with the broad objective of creating and
growing black entrepreneurs. She is a chartered
accountant with over 16 years of experience in venture
capital, private equity and corporate finance. Before
joining the SA SME Fund, Ms Pather was head of the
Fund of Funds division at the Public Investment
Corporation. She is responsible for the SA SME Fund's
involvement in the Southern African Venture Capital and
Private
Equity
Association's
Fund
Manager
Development Programme and Venture Capital Fund
Manager Programme.

Prof. Himla Soodyall
Prof. Soodyall is Executive Officer of the
Academy of Science of South Africa and a
research professor in human genetics at the
University of the Witwatersrand.
She
previously served as Principal Medical
Scientist at the National Health Laboratory
Service. In 2005, Prof. Soodyall received the
Order of Mapungubwe (Bronze) for her
contribution to science. Her research into the
peoples of sub-Saharan Africa has identified
some of the oldest DNA found in living people
today. Prof. Soodyall is also known for her
experience in governance and public
administration, and her efforts to broaden public understanding of science.

Dr Vijay Reddy
Dr Reddy was appointed a Distinguished Research
Specialist at the Human Sciences Research Council
after serving as the Executive Director for 12 years.
She has a doctorate in education from the University
of Durban-Westville (now the University of KwaZuluNatal). The three major thrusts of her research are
large-scale achievement studies, skills planning and
the public understanding of science. She coordinated
the South African component of the Trends in
International Mathematics and Science Study in 2003,
2011, 2015 and 2019, and led the multi-year Labour Market Intelligence Partnership
Project to support the Department of Higher Education and Training.

Dr Michael Kahn
Dr Kahn is an independent adviser in policy analysis,
measurement, monitoring and evaluation. He has professional
experience in international development, research, innovation,
STEM education and foresight studies. He is an Honorary
Professor of the Universities of Johannesburg and the Western
Cape, and Research Fellow of Stellenbosch University. With a
PhD in Mathematical Physics, Dr Kahn has worked as a teacher,
trainer, facilitator, planner and project manager in organisations
in South Africa, Botswana and the United Kingdom, and as
consultant to the European Union, OECD, UN agencies and the
African Union, among others. He also led a project to determine the status of
innovation in South Africa's technical and vocational education and training colleges.

Prof. Lynn Morris
Prof. Morris is the Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Research
and Innovation at the University of the Witwatersrand.
She has a PhD from the University of Oxford. She is
the founding Director of the Antibody Immunity
Research Unit at the National Institute for
Communicable Diseases. Over the past 30 years she
has made significant contributions to the understanding
of antibody response to HIV infection and vaccination.
Lynn is an NRF A-rated scientist, a member of the
Academy of Science of South Africa, the African
Academy of Sciences and The World Academy of
Sciences (TWAS).

Prof. Fulufhelo Nelwamondo
Prof. Nelwamondo is the CEO of the National
Research Foundation. He holds a PhD in Electrical
Engineering from the University of the Witwatersrand.
He is a registered professional engineer, a senior
member of the Institute of Electronic and Electrical
Engineers and a senior member of the Association of
Computing Machinery. Prof. Nelwamondo has
worked in advanced modelling, information security,
data science and artificial intelligence, and is a
Visiting Professor at the University of Johannesburg's
Institute of Intelligent Systems. He is passionate
about the 4th industrial revolution's potential to
address poverty, unemployment and inequality. In
2017, he was awarded the Order of Mapungubwe (Silver).
Dr Charity Mbileni-Morema
Dr Mbileni is the Managing Director at NM Envirotech
Solutions, where she is responsible for advisory
services, project management, capacity building and
project development in the green economy space for
inclusive growth – with a special focus on food security,
renewable energy, energy efficiency, water and
incubation services. NM Envirotech Solutions is
currently working with the Trevor Huddleston Memorial
Centre to develop the Development Bank of South
Africa-funded Green Youth Incubation Centre in
Sophiatown. Prior to this, Dr Mbileni was a senior
manager responsible for green and sustainable
development projects at the Innovation Hub. She has a
PhD in Chemistry from the University of the
Witwatersrand.

