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OUR VISION

To create a prosperous society that derives enduring and equitable benefits  
from science and technology.

OUR MISSION

To develop, coordinate and manage a national system of innovation that will bring about 
maximum human capital, sustainable economic growth and improved quality of life for all.
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ACCESS 	 Applied Centre for Climate and Earth Systems Studies

AICAD	 African Initiative for Capacity Development

AFSSA	 Action for a Safe South Africa

AISA	 Africa Institute of South Africa

AMTS	 Advanced Manufacturing Technology Strategy

AMI	 Advanced Metals Initiative

ASADI	 African Science Academics Development Initiative

ASCC	 African Science Communication Coference

ATM	 African Traditional Medicine

AU	 African Union

BIKS	 Bachelor of Indigenous Knowledge System

BioFISA	 South Africa-Finland Network for Biosciences

CERN	 Centre for Nuclear Research

CHPC	 Centre for High Performance Computing

CIPSH	 Council of Philosophy and Humanistic Studies

CoC	 centre of competence 

CoE	 centre of excellence

COFISA	 Cooperation Framework on Innovation Systems between 
	 Finland and South Africa

COSTIS	 Consortium for Science, Technology and Innovation 
	 for the South 

CPUT 	 Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

CSDP	 Competitive Supplier Development Programme

CSIR	 Council for Scientific and Industrial Research

DIMS 	 Data Information and Management Centre

DWAF	 Department of Water Affairs and Forestry

DPW	 Department of Public Works

EODC	 Earth Observation Development Centre

EMBC	 European Molecular Biology Conference

EU	 European Union

F’SATIE	 French South African Institute for Electronic Engineering

F2P	 Farmer to Pharma Grand Challenge 

FESTOC	 Federation of Engineering, Science and Technology 
	 Olympiads and Competitions

FP7	 European Union Seventh Framework Programme

FST	 Flame, smoke and toxicity

GEOSS	 Global Earth Observation System of Systems

HCD	 human capital development

HEI	 higher education institution

HFCT	 Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies

HMO 	 Hermanus Magnetic Observatory

HRTEM	 High-Resolution Transmission Electron Microscopy

HSE 	 Health, Safety and Environment

HSRC	 Human Sciences Research Council

HYSA	 Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies

IAC	 Inter-Academy Council

IAP	 Inter-Academy Panel

IAT	 Institute for Advanced Tooling

IAMP	 Inter-Academy Medical Panel

IBSA	 India-Brazil-South Africa partnership

ICGEB	 International Centre for Genetic Engineering 
	 and Biotechnology

IIASA	 International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis

IKS	 indigenous knowledge systems

IP	 intellectual property

IPR Act	 Intellectual Property Rights from Publicly Funded 
	 Research and Development Act

ISAD	 Information Society and Development

ISSC	 International Social Science Council

IYA	 International Year of Astronomy

JIPSA	 Joint Initiative on Priority Skills Acquisition

JLICA	 Joint Learning Initiative on Children and Aids

MEMS	 micro electro-mechanical systems

MRC	 Medical Research Council

MSM	 men who have sex with men

NAM	 Non-Aligned Movement

NASAC	 Network of American Science Academics

NAP	 National Accessibility Portal

NEP	 National Equipment Programme

NEPAD	 New Partnership for Africa’s Development

NIKSO 	 National Indigenous Knowledge Systems Office

NIPMO	 National Intellectual Property Management Office 

List of abbreviations
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NMMU	 Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University

NNEP	 National Nanotechnology Equipment Programme

NRDS	 National R&D Strategy

NRF	 National Research Foundation

NRS	 National Recordal System

NSI	 National System of Innovation

NSP	 National Strategic Plan

NSTF	 National Science and Technology Forum

NSW	 National Science Week

NYS	 National Youth Service 

NZG	 National Zoological Gardens of South Africa

OECD	 Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
	 and Development 

PDP	 Professional Development Programme

R&D	 research and development 

RBIs	 resource-based industries

RDI	 research, development and innovation

REACH	 registration, evaluation, authorisation and restriction 
	 of chemicals

RICAD	 Regional Initiative for Capacity Development

S&T	 science and technology 

SAASTA	 South African Agency for Science and 
	 Technology Advancement

SABINA	 Southern African Biochemistry and Informatics Network

SADC	 Southern African Development Community

SACNASP	South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions

SAEOS	 South African Earth Observation Strategy

SAFIPA	 South Africa-Finland Knowledge Partnership 
	 on ICT Programme

SAJS	 South African Journal of Science

SAMI	 South African Malaria Initiative

SANBIO	 South African Network for Biosciences

SANEDI	 South African National Energy Development Initiative

SANERI	 South African National Energy Research Institute 

SANReN	 South African National Research Network

SANSA	 South African National Space Agency 

SAQA	 South African Qualifications Authority

SARChI	 South African Research Chairs Initiative

SASRIF	 South African Strategic Research Infrastructure Forum

SA-VLDB	 South African Very Large Data Base

SBS	 Sector Budget Support

SciELO	 Scientific Electronic Library Online

SET	 science, engineering and technology

SKA	 Square Kilometre Array

SOE	 state-owned enterprise

STA	 scientific and technological activity

STEM	 science, technology, engineering and mathematics

TBP	 Technology Balance of Payment

THRIP	 Technology and Human Resources 
	 for Industry Programme

TIA	 Technology Innovation Agency 

TWAS	 Academy of Sciences for the Developing World

TWOWS	 Third World Organisation of  Women Scientists

UNESCO	 United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
	 Cultural Organization 

UNIDO	 United Nations Industrial Development Organization

UoTs	 universities of technology

VLDB	 very large database
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science 
& technology
Science and Technology
Department: 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Department of Science and Technology

Building 53, Meiring Naude Road, Scientia Campus, 

(CSIR) South Gate Entrance, Brummeria, Pretoria, 0001, South Africa

Tel. 	 +27 (12) 843 6300

Fax. 	 +27 (12) 349 1030

www.dst.gov.za


